Abstract -In this short communication we report a new fern for Montenegro -Botrychium matricariifolium (Döll) A. Braun ex W.D.J. Koch, known as the chamomile grapefern. Up to now, the only Botrychium species in the fl ora of Montenegro was B. lunaria (L.) Sw., a typical species for montane to alpine grasslands and meadows. One individual of B. matricariifolium was found in a forest opening on the mountain Babji zub. B. matricariifolium was accompanied by numerous individuals of B. lunaria. These species are clearly distinguished by the lamina, which is in B. matricariifolium 2-pinnatifi d, while in B. lunaria it is 1-pinnate with trapezoid to fl abellate pinnae. Although chamonile grapefern has a large range of distribution, it is everywhere a rare species that has some kind of protection status in the most European countries. In order to defi ne the protection status of the species in Montenegro, further investigation is needed.
Introduction
The genus Botrychium belongs to the fern family Ophioglossaceae, easily recognizable by separate sporophore and trophophore leaf structures, limited secondary growth in the rhizome, sheathing leaf bases, circular bordered pits, subterranean and non-chlorophyllous gametophytes, and the absence of circinate venation, root hairs, and sclerenchyma (WAG-NER 1990 , DAUPHIN et al. 2014 . In narrow sense the genus contains 30 species (HAUK et al. 2003 , DAUPHIN et al. 2014 , distributed throughout Europe, North America, Asia, Australia, Africa (Atlas Mountains), the Pacifi c Islands, New Zealand, and Patagonia (South America) (MAYER and HORVATIĆ 1967, ELLIS 2014) . It mainly inhabits grasslands, meadows, forests and is often associated with light to moderate disturbance (FARRAR and JOHNSON-GROH 1990) . Classifi cation of Botrychium has been complicated by the high incidence of polyploidy, which has resulted from hybridization among members of the twelve diploids (DAU- PHIN et al. 2014) . Species of the genus are considered of interest not only to phylogeny (CLAUSEN 1938 , KATO 1987 , DAUPHIN et al. 2014 
Materials and methods
The species was identifi ed using ROTHMALER (1964) , MAYER and HORVATIĆ (1967) , FAR-RAR (2006) . Due to the fact that only one individual was found, no herbarium specimen was collected. The species was photographed and accordingly documented and presented in this paper (Fig. 2) . Site geocoding was done by GPS device, Garmin e-Trex Vista C. In identification of the vegetation type, LAKUŠIĆ (1966) was used.
Results and discussion
According to ROHLENA (1942) and MAYER and HORVATIĆ (1967) the only Botrychium species in the fl ora of Montenegro is B. lunaria (L.) Sw. This species is quite widespread on the meadows and grasslands from the montane to the alpine zone. During a fi eld trip on the mountain Babji Zub on July the 21th, 2014, in a forest opening at the locality Katunine (N42.87436°, E19.38503°, Fig. 1 ), we recorded one individual of Botrychium matricariifo- lunaria it is pinnate with pinnae being trapezoid to fl abellate and is located in the middle of the aerial stem, while in B. matricariifolium it is 2-pinnate with pinnae and pinnulae ovate to oblong, and is located clearly above the middle of the aerial stem (Fig. 2) . B. matricariifolium is an amphi-Atlantic species the distribution area of which covers the Eastern part of North America (FARRAR 2006) (MOSER et al. 2002) , ii) it is under protected of the Bern Convention Appendix I, iii) and it is under statutory protection in the Czech Republic (KLAUDISOVÁ and POHLOVÁ 2004) , Germany (JÄGER 2011), Poland (JACK- OWIAK et al. 2007 ) and many other countries. The newly reported population of B. matricariifolium in Montenegro is considered very poor, thus it requires urgent conservation measures. In order to precisely determine its conservation status, further investigation is needed. It is possible that our and the recent record of B. matricariifolium in Croatia will after 30 years allow an optimistic view of the situation of the species in the western Balkan peninsula. According to the Analytical Flora of Yugoslavia (MAYER and HORVATIĆ 1967) , in the fl oras of neighboring countries following Botrychium species were recorded: B. simplex (in Herzegovina) and B. multifi dum (Serbia); thus both species could be expected in the fl ora of Montenegro. In the near future, more attention should be paid to this genus, its diversity and distribution in Montenegro.
